Dear all,

As 2023 comes to a close we want to thank all our grant and funder partners for their
amazing work to uphold justice, in what can only be described as an utterly mental year for
anyone trying to access justice in the UK.

Here is a quick round-up of the Justice Together Initiative’s 2023.
1. Funding access to justice

We granted £4,583,833 in funding through 18 grants to 51 organisations. Of these 2
were new advice and representation grants in the East of England and the rest were
renewals of existing grants. We launched this map to show all our grant partners.

We launched a new infrastructure support programme for grant partners, one-off grants up
to £20k to strengthen organisations' infrastructure with a focus on grassroots organisations.

2. Coming together

We ran 13 events to share learning around access to justice with 561 people attending
in total.

Topics varied around influencing updates and strategy, local authority funding for immigration
advice, Racial Justice, Experts by Experience recruitment, using data, low-cost models for
legal advice, and community organising and lawyering.

This included an in-person event in York for 80 + grant partners and organisations.

“Thank you all so much for a wonderful day yesterday! | came away feeling refreshed and
energized, with tons of ideas and inspiration, which feels like an enormous privilege in these
bleak times. Everything was so thoughtfully organised.” (July 5% participant)

Developed our internal approach to anti-racism and funded expert support for two grant
partners.

We brought our funder partners together to explore our shared values and anti oppressive
funder practices, through facilitated meetings with our learning partner and Ten Years Time.

Commissioned the Black Wellbeing Collective. To run a bespoke well-being support package
for racialised people working in the migration sector.

3. Evidence and influencing

e We commissioned and launched Jo Wilding’s report ‘It's a no-brainer: Local Authority
funding for immigration advice in the UK’ to build on this work we are currently
advertising for a consultancy post to work with Local Authorities to share learning
around funding immigration advice.

o We published our first Impact Report and Learning Report on the initiative, and re-
wrote our influencing strategy.

o The Data Maturity project we funded in the North East to develop shared data
between organisations, came to an end, and the lessons learned and guidance can
be found here.

o We funded Migrants Organise to develop their organising work on access to justice,
and to bring the sector together to develop a shared vision for access to justice in
immigration.



https://justice-together.org.uk/grant-partners/our-grant-partners/data-map/
https://tenyearstime.com/
https://www.theblackwellbeingcollective.com/
https://justice-together.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/JT-Local-authority-funding-for-immigration-v3.pdf
https://justice-together.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/JT-Local-authority-funding-for-immigration-v3.pdf
https://justice-together.org.uk/who-we-are/vacancies/
https://justice-together.org.uk/who-we-are/vacancies/
https://justice-together.org.uk/learning/
https://justice-together.org.uk/learning/our-research/
https://justice-together.org.uk/learning/our-research/

4. Our people

¢ We welcomed Annie Rockson as our Grant Partner Community Manager

o Fidelia Elias who joined us as a Grants Officer in 2020 and Alex Mik who works part
time with the initiative, were promoted to Grants Manager

e Ali Torabi, our Grants Committee Member from 2020, will leave us at the end of 2023
— huge thanks to Ali for his excellent work on the Committee.

e We welcomed new Grants Committee members who will start in January 2024: Zain
Hafeez — who currently works at Civic Power Fund and Citizens UK and Isata
Kanneh — who currently works at the Bevan Foundation

o We welcomed our new Learning partner Terri Beswick who has a particular focus and
expertise on anti-oppression.

We wish you all a restful festive and New Year's period, and look forward to working with you
all in 2024 and continuing the fight for access to justice.

All the very best

Annie, Alex, Farah, Fidelia and Hazel from the Justice Together Team.


https://thepoliticalpractice.org/

